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SECRET PARIS 29462 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, NO 

SUBJECT: FRENCH ATTITUDE ON SVALBARD (SPITZBERGEN) 
REF: STATE 258150 

lv DURING SEPARATE CONVERSATIONS NOVEMBER 10 WITH 
FOREIGN MINISTRY DESK OFFICER FOR SCANDINAVIA GARARD 
AND MEMBER OF MINISTRY LEGAL SECTION ROUX, EMBOFFS 
DISCUSSED GENERAL FRENCH ATTITUDES TOWARD SVALBARD. 
GARARD AND ROUX CONFIRMED THAT FRENCH HAD ISSUED NO 
STATEMENTS RE THE AREA DURING LAST TWO YEARS. 
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2. ON NORWEGIAN/SOVIET NEGOTIATIONS TO DELINIATE 
CONTINENTAL SHELF, GARARD AND ROUX SAID THAT GENERAL 
FRENCH POSITION FOR SOME TIME HAS BEEN THAT MEDIAN LINE 
IS NOT COMPULSORY BASIS FOR ARBITRATION OF DELINIATION 
DISPUTES SHOULD "GEOGRAPHIC REALITIES" MAKE 
APPLICATION OF SUCH LINE CLEARLY INEQUITABLE FOR ONE 
OF THE PARTIES INVOLVED. IN FRENCH VIEW, THIS IS 

THE CASE FOR SVALBARD AND FRENCH WOULD SEE ZONAL 
DIVISION OF SHELF AS MOST EQUITABLE BASIS FOR 
SETTLEMENT. 

3. FRENCH ALSO HAVE TAKEN ATTITUDE, THAT ECONOMIC 
EXPLOITATION RIGHTS UNDER 1920 TREATY SHOULD APPLY 

TO CONTINENTAL SHELF AS WELL AS TO NARROWER TERRITORIAL 
WATERS. FRENCH SAY THEY HAVE EXPRESSED THIS VIEW TO 
NORWEGIAN GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. 

4. GARARD SAID THAT SEVERAL FRENCH COMPANIES WERE 
CONSIDERING OIL EXPLORATION POSSIBILITIES IN THE 
REGION, BUT THAT TRACTS INVOLVED WERE OUTSIDE AREAS 
UNDER DISPUTE. FOR THE TIME BEING, FRENCH ARE 
RESERVING THEIR POSITION ON CONTINENTAL SHELF 
MINERAL EXPLOITATION RIGHTS. 
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